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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Between
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES, BANGALORE
And

AMEF (AGRICULTURE MAN ECOLOGY FOUNDATION)
BANGALORE

FOR COLLABOTATION IN
DEVELOPMENT CF DRY FARMING
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PREAMBLE

The Univarsity of Agricultural Sciences, Bangaiore (UAS-B) is a premier, aulonomous
institution devoted to Education, Research snd Develapment in agriculture and rural
tevelopment, established under the provisions of UAS Act No.22 of 1263, with its head
quarters st GKVI, Bangalore. It operates a number of Agricuitural Colleges, Ressarch
Stations and KVKs (Krishi Vigyan Kendras) in puUrsuing research in agriculiure and allied
sclences, preparing professional manpower and extension of practical scientific knowledge 1o
farming communities.

AME Foundation, Bangalore, was estaslished in The Netherlands, in 1982, 1o promate
Sustaingbls Agriculture (SA) consepts and practices, devofing aftention to rural leadership in
the developing countries, in the face of over-use of agro chemicals under green revolution, In
1988, it moved to Pondicherry, with its *hands-on training™ mode, and on tc Bangalore, in
1994, focusing on improving the fivelihoods of resource poor farmers in dry farming, with the
Support of the Royal Netheriands Embassy. While operating as a Joint Preject with the
Ministry of Agricuiture, GCI, (1836 — 2001), it was proposed to become an indian
organization. It became a Charitable Indian Trust, AME Foundation (AMEF) in 2002. it

. implemented a Parnership Project with FAQ, from 2004 to 2008, continuing its focus on

PR resource poor farmers in dry fanning, further specializing in participatory metheds, including
FF3, and community organization (forming development-support social entities). It is now
working in Karnatzka and Tamil Madu, in associstion with several agencies including
NABARD, GEF, Deshpande Foundation and DST,

UAS-B and AMEF have identified for collaboration two strategic arsas in agricultural
develooment. UAS-B shares the national concem regarding the siuggish growth in the farm
seclor, and reckons dry farming as the second front in agriculiural development. It has
generated a mass of practical knowledge through the ORPs it has been conducting. Hare,
AMEF alsc has considerable field experience m improving dry farming systems. Further,
since there is a notabls absence of & groung-leve! extension service to work with famers,
UAS-B is conternplating working with sorhe proven CSOs like AME Foundation, for enlisting
the participation of farmers in development work. In this background, UAS-8 and AMEF have
agreed (o join forces in Enhaneing the Productivity in Dry Farming and Preparing Literate
Youth in Farming as Players in this Development Effort,

The fellowing terms govern the Agraament

i) Artizle - 1

UAS-B will facilitate the following:

I. Select one taluk in & dry farming district for implementing a pilet project on development of
dry farming and mebiiizing people’s efforis in agricultural development.

Iden:ify the KVK in the district as the nodal agency.

Adopting the activities of frontiine demonstrations as the season-long, guided farm
improvernent practices on farmers’ fields.

b2

i Guide the selected KVK to re-orient its training activities to prepars Farmers Grotips and
farm youth as players in agricultural development and social mobilization,

5. Designate a suilable professional in the KVK to be the Proiect Coordinator,

6. Support AMEF in bringing into practice its specific organizational expertise, in developing

sustainadle agricultural syslems, in participatory systems of community work and in
mobilization of people’s interests and initiatives into durable social entities.
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AMEF will ensure the following:

1. Wil prepare an action plan for the enliee Projest peried, and detailed annuai work plans

2. With the GP villages as the Base sommunitias, and othar villages as Adoptad and
Qutreach comenunities, it underzkes PRA processes, Bassline Survey and preparg
annual plans in agssociation with local communities

3. Organising £co Farming Groups (EFGS), Adopted Farmer Groups (AFGs) and Ouireach
Farmer Groups [OFGs), it enables fanmers o evelve and accept, through Participalorny
Technology Development exercises, LEISA-based, law-caost, low-risk, Alfermative Farming
Practices.

4. Adopling the participatory methodalogies like PRA, PTD and FFS, it prepares, motivates
and utilizes trained local manpower in establishing and sealing up eco friendly farm
improvements, involving better managemsnt of natural farm resources, applisd
technologias and production practices, 2s well as group marketing practices, leading to
cost raduction and alse enhanced production and incomss.

§ Al along, AMEF strives te buiid upon the basic aims of avolving and popularizing cost-
effective, sustainable farming systems, bringing inte operation community based
processes of sharing of new knawledge In farming, aad forging community entities as
players in development leading tc both cost effectiveness and durability in development

8. Inthe entire operational period, AMEF will make use of the technical expertise, institutional
facllitiss and organisational abilities of the KVICIn pursuit of the common goals,

A

Article -l

1. This MOU will be supplemented with detalled work plans to be prepared in mutual
consultation, which describe the activiies to be camied ouwt under this cooperative
programome.

. The UAS-B and AMEF will nominate members of their respactive agencies to coordinate
the operations.

. These work plans will resyuire the approval of both the agencies.

Operational research/ Field Research projects which are mutually beneficial to
University and AMEF could be jointly prepared and applied for funding from outside
agengcies, ’
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Article — Hi

1. Benefits such as improved technology, materials, processas and techniques, accruing or
arising from this Project may be used by either or both the parties with due recognition of
each party's contribution. ’

2. Resuils from collaborative development effort may be used by either or both the parties
weith due recognition of aach party's contribution,

3. Useful findings resulting from this collaborative work may be published in the public
interest.

4. Project fincings published by either party wilt give credit i the ofher party's contribution,
but the party publishing them will be entirely responsible for conclusions and
interpretations thereof,

Agticle « IV

FORCE MAJEURE
Neither party shall be held responsible for non-fulfilimert of their respective. obligations
under this agreement due to the exigency of one or more of the force majeure events such
as but net limited 0 Acls of Ged, war, flood, sarthquakes, sirike, lockouts, epidemics, riots,
eivil commotion, ste. provided on the occurence and cessation of any such avents, the
party affected theraby shall give a2 natice in writing to the other party within one rmonth of
such occurrence or cessation. If the force-majeure conditions continue bevond six months,
the parties shall then mutually decide about the future course of action. 2
§ }
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Article - V



"This agreement will be in effect initially for a period of ten years from the date of signing of this
MOU. Both the parties renew ar expand this arrangement further, if mutually agreed. Either
party may terminate the agreement by written notification signed by the appropriate official of
the Institution initiating the notice. Such notice must be received by the other party six months
prior to the effective termination date. However, obligations and commitments already
contracted for and involving their parties shall be honoured and continued by both parties untit
auch commitments are complated.

ARBITRATION

 In the event of any dispute or difference between the parties arising cut of or in connection

with this agreement such dispute or differences shail be referred fo the sole arbitration of &
person nomirated by the heads of the two organizations. The awarc of tha Arbitrator shall be
final and binding on both the parties. Arbitration proceedings shall be governed under
Asbitration and Concliation, Act, 1996 and the venue of such Arbitration proceedings shall be
at Bangalore.

in witness whereof, the parties hereto caused this instrument ta be execited as of the day,
manth and the vear indicated below:

For UAS, Bangalore For AMEF, Bangalore

Y UNp—

Sigrature :

rearalty of Agricuiturs! fiences

RegistrEniver Tore-560 265, . Executive Director

UAS, BangSig, Bangs ‘ AMEF, Bangalore
Exgcutive Director

Date: L Date: b+ ¥ 24 )0

Witress:

HERIMEE FOUNDATION
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